
 

This month, Panthers are learning… 

Panther Tracks 
Parkwood Elementary School’s 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

1815 N. 155th Street  
Shoreline, WA 98133  

206-393-4150 CONGRATULATIONS  
PARKWOOD! 

Dear Parkwood Families, 

It is my sincere pleasure to announce that Parkwood recently earned two 
prestigious awards from Washington State’s Superintendent of Public 
Instruction.  Out of 2,190 Title 1 schools in the Washington, 
Parkwood was one of three selected as a 2016-2017 State Title 1 
Distinguished School.  This honor is accompanied by a $5,000 award 
and an all expense paid trip for three staff to attend the National Title 1 
Annual Conference in Long Beach, California from February 22 – 25, 
2017.   

Parkwood was also one of eight schools selected to receive a 2016-2017 
Washington State Title 1 Academic Achievement Award, including a 
$10,000 award for professional development, team building, research, 
and developing new instructional strategies. 

These awards are in addition to the 2016-2017 Washington State Title 1 
Award we received in September for Exceeding Performance in 
English/ Language Arts and Math, which was paired with $6,800 we 
are using for quarterly, day-long data and planning meetings for staff.  

Our students’ achievement is directly related to our strong, supportive, 
inclusive community support.  Thank you for believing in Parkwood! 

Sincerely, 

Ann Torres, Principal 

Sign  
Friend 

Trait 
Kindness 

Skill 
Patience 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

Although waiting can be 
hard, it’s an important skill 
for good relationships.  
Practice turn taking and 
waiting! 

Save these dates! 

December 5 

Our students are 
learning to say 
“friend” in American 
Sign Language. 

No School  
(Staff Work Day) 

December 20 

Cafecitos 3:10 p.m 
Oficina de la Sra. 
Campbell  

Holiday Assembly 
Sing-a-long 
9:00 a.m. 

December 21 
– January 3 

No School  
Winter Break 

Follow us on twitter 
@pwpanthers 

December 15 

December 1 Family Game 
Night 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

What are ways that 
you can show 
generosity, care 
and support to and 
for others? 

January 4 School Resumes 
See you at 8:40! 
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College Fridays: 
It’s Never Too Early to Encourage Higher Education   

How does Parkwood support college and career 
readiness? 

In 2015, Parkwood staff and community members 
developed our school mission and core values.  
Academic Excellence emerged as a critical 
component of our work.  Our school-wide 
academic commitment is as follows: 
 

“Parkwood students meet or exceed key grade level 
benchmarks, meet their individual learning goals, and 
achieve high academic growth.  Using systematic, 
standards-based, data-driven approaches, all staff share 
the collective responsibility for all students' 
achievement.  We teach beyond core content and skills 
to enable our students to be ambitious, self-directed 
learners, who think critically, communicate effectively, 
and take ownership of their own learning.  Students 
leaving Parkwood enter middle school academically and 
technologically ready to continue their education 
towards a future full of college and career possibilities.” 

What can I do to encourage my own kids? 

Talk to your child about life after high school.  
Nurture their future dreams. Ask them about their 
career goals, where they’d like to attend college, 
and what they’d like to study after high school.  
Watch college athletics.  Talk about your own 
college experiences or aspirations.  And if you 
have a college shirt, wear it on Fridays!  You are 
your child’s first and most important role model.   

You may have noticed that the table groups in your 
child’s classroom have changed from “the blue 
team” or “the red group” to the Bulldogs, Eagles, 
Trojans, Ducks, or any number of college mascots.  
While many Parkwood teachers are avid NCAA 
sports fans, we aren’t hanging mascots simply to 
encourage our favorite teams.  We are planting the 
seeds for our students’ college dreams.   

Isn’t it too early? 

Students and families may not realize it, but simply 
mentioning college on a regular basis creates an 
interest about life after high school.  While there 
are many choices for post-secondary studies, a solid 
elementary education establishes the foundation for 
future college pursuits.  Students who expect to 
attend college will attend college. 

What if my child doesn’t want to attend college? 

That’s ok!  There are definitely lots of options after 
high school graduation, and your child may choose 
something other than a traditional university path.  
However, if they graduate from high school with 
strong college and career readiness skills, they will 
have choices and opportunities that they may not 
otherwise have.  Our collective responsibility is to 
raise kids who are ready and able to pursue their 
dreams, whatever they are.  It would be amazing 
for all Parkwood Panthers to graduate from high 
school with too many future options (instead of too 

few). 
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Congratulations to November Panther Paw Award Winners! 

Panther Paws are awards 

that students receive by 
following Parkwood’s 

school rules of being Safe, 
Respectful, Responsible 

and/or Kind.  Each month, 
classroom teachers 

nominate students who 
have done at least one of 

these exceptionally well; 
those students have their 

names read over the 
intercom, eat lunch with 

Principal Torres, receive a 
certificate of recognition, 

and take a Panther Paw 
picture.  Panther Paw 

lunches encourage kids! 

The November Panther Paw Recipients are: 
 

Kindergarten: Amaya B., Emma S., Ian I., Valeria B., Mayuli M., Nathan Y., 
Josh P.  
 

Grade 1: Minnie M., Tyler D., Luis B., Olivia K., Haruto Y., Abigail C., 
William S.  
 

Grade 2: Dylan P., Max S. (Ms. Bailey’s class), Sara K., Max S. (Ms. Ng’s 
class), Elsa L., Morgan H., Elliot M., Eli M., Yuto A., Surya T-M. 
 

Grade 3: Geovany M., Bridgette H., Jasmine L., Liam C., Abigaele C., Ahmed 
R. 
  

Grade 4:  Anna G., Michael E-J., Devina B., Eli C., Zev I., Ruth A., Nicole W., 
Nicky S.  
 

Grade 5:  Kayla G., Dzanan F., Jada H., Draegan D., Amoriette L., Gabi M.  
 

Grade 6:  Matthew J., Colleen M., Jackson D., Mouna A., Dylan M., Marin C. 
 

Thank&you&for&being&Safe,&Respectful,&Responsible,&and&Kind!&

My student stayed home yesterday. He had a sore throat, was 
coughing and had a fever. Today he feels fine. Can I send him to 
school? 
No, please keep him home at least one more day. Students should 

be fever-free without any fever-reducing medication (like Tylenol) for at least 24 hours 
before they return to school. 

 

My daughter has been sniffling and sneezing for two days, but her energy seems okay. What should I do? 
Most students are okay to be at school with minor cold symptoms, as long as they don’t have a fever and they do 
have the energy to participate. People with colds can pass the germs along BEFORE they feel really sick, and the 
best way to stop the spread of germs is to WASH HANDS or use hand sanitizer frequently. Plenty of rest and fluids 
can also help them feel better. 
 

What else should I know about when to keep my student home? 
Please keep your student home for: fever (over 100F), vomiting (two or more times in the past 24 hours), diarrhea 
(three or more loose stools in the past 24 hours, or any bloody stool), generalized rash (especially with a fever), eye 
discharge or pink eye (until they have been cleared by a healthcare provider or after 24 hours of eye drops), or if 
s/he seems ill and/or is too fatigued to participate in school.   
 

All Shoreline schools have a full-time nurse on site.  If you have questions about your student and whether or not to 
send him/her to school, please Parkwood’s nurse Rachel Brucker, RN, MPH at 206-393-4153 or email her directly 
at rachel.brucker@shorelineschools.org for more information. 

How sick is ‘Too Sick’? 
News from Nurse Rachel 
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What Time Is It? 
Cafecitos Time! 

Cafecítos is a time for Spanish speaking 
parents and caregivers to meet, learn about 
important school and community 
programs, and get answers to any and all 
questions about Parkwood.  Bring your 
questions and ideas to learn how to get 
involved, how to build community, and 

what school resources are available to you. 
We meet on the third Thursday of the month at 3:15pm in 

room 6. Some of the topics we have gone through are connecting with your school 
electronically, becoming aware of your child’s social emotional needs,and how to become involved in 
your school.  We are also starting to think of ideas for our upcoming event in April “Día de los niños”. 
Here are dates to follow: -December 15, -January 19, -Feburary , -March 16, -April 16, -May 18, -June 
15. We hope to see you at our next meeting! 

Cafecítos es tiempo para familias de español 
y guardianes para reunirse Guardianes para 
reunirse, aprender acerca de programas 
importantes de la escuela y la comunidad y 
obtener respuestas a todas y cada una de 
las preguntas acerca de Parkwood. Traiga 
sus preguntas e ideas para aprender cómo 
involucrarse, cómo construir comunidad 
y qué recursos escolares están disponibles 
para usted. Nos reunimos el tercer jueves del mes a 
las 3:15 pm en la sala 6. Algunos de los temas que hemos pasado están 
conectándose con su escuela electrónicamente, tomando conciencia de las necesidades emocionales 
sociales de su hijo y cómo involucrarse en su escuela.  También estamos empezando a pensar en ideas 
para nuestro próximo evento en abril "Dia de los ninos". Estas son las fechas a seguir: 15 de deciembre, 
19 de enero, 16 de febrero, 16 de marzo, 13 de abril, 18 de mayo, y 15 de junio.  Esperamos verte en 
nuestra próxima reunión! 
 

Que´hora es? 
Hora Cafecitos! 
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Family Advocate News 
Kendra Treece  206-393-1450 

kendra.treece@shorelineschools.org 

 

Fusce quis lacus 

Last call for PTA Holiday Baskets! 
“Holiday Baskets” Food, Toys, & Teen Gifts combines the efforts of the Shoreline PTA Council, 
Shoreline Fire Department, Hopelink, Rotary Club of Lake Forest Park, the City of Shoreline, and Dale 
Turner Family YMCA to provide holiday food and gift support to Shoreline School District families.  The 
online registration deadline is Thursday, December 2nd.  Please visit the PTA’s Holiday Basket website at 
http://www.shorelinepta.org/to-register.html no later than December 2nd to register.  I can help!  

Holiday Christmas Ship  
On Thursday, December 13th, the Richmond Beach Community Association is sponsoring their annual 
Christmas Ship festival at Richmond Beach Saltwater Park: 2021 NW 190th St.  A beach bonfire, 
accompanied by the Snohomish County Children’s Choir,  begins at 7:30 p.m., and the Christmas Ship 
arrives at 8:30 p.m.  Free cookies! 

Breakfast with Santa & Culture Share: Ghana 
Both Sponsored by the City of Shoreline 

All Shoreline families are invited to begin the holiday season by enjoying 
a full breakfast, fames, entertainment, a gift bag, and a photo with Santa.  
Breakfast is by reservation only, and costs $17 for adults and $12 for 
children under 17.  There will be two seatings: one from 9:00 – 10:15 
and a second seating from 10:45 – 11:45.  Call 206-801-2600 to RSVP.  

 

On Saturday, December 17th, come to the Richmond Highlands 
Recreation Center from 6:00 – 8:30 to learn about Ghanaian life, food, music, and 

dance and celebrate the diversity in Shoreline!  Culture Share is a variation of the City of Shoreline’s 
World Dance events. This event is free!  Families are asked to bring a potluck dish to share.  The Recreation 
Center is located at 16554 Fremont Ave N, Shoreline, 98133, just south of Shorewood High.  Questions?  
Call Suni Tolton at 206-801-2256.    

While the holiday season is often filled with joy, excitement, 
and anticipation, it can also be full of anxiety for those 
worried about heat, warm clothing, and food.  Over the past 
month, I have been overwhelmed with the generosity of 
community members who generously given gift cards and grocery gift 
certificates as well as volunteered to sponsor families in need of holiday help.  If you’d like 
to donate, please let me know.  If you need help, please contact me as well.  I am humbled 
and thankful to serve at Parkwood, and wish you very Happy Holidays.  
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Reasonable accommodation for individuals with 
disabilities is available; please contact the library 
prior to the event if you require accommodation.

Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm
Shoreline Library

Citizenship ClassesCitizenship Classes

Learn how to become a United States Citizen.
Study for the naturalization test, including civics questions, 

reading and writing English and practicing your interview skills.

Classes are free, join anytime!

Shoreline Library • 345 NE 175th Street • 206.362.7550
Monday-Thursday, 10am-9pm • Friday, 10am-6pm • Saturday, 10am-5pm • Sunday, Noon-8pm
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Adult Education
Free ESL, Talk Time and 

Citizenship Classes

Reasonable accommodation for individuals with 
dis abil i ties is available; please contact the library 
prior to the event if you require accommodation.

If you have questions about these classes, 
contact the staff  at your library or visit

kcls.org/adultlearner

Free ESL Classes
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm 

January 12–March 30  
No class February 23. 

Learn English grammar, reading, writing, 
and conversation skills with an experienced 

instructor. Classes are free, join anytime!
Registration not required.

Shoreline Library

Shoreline Library • 345 NE 175th Street • 206.362.7550
Monday-Thursday, 10am-9pm • Friday, 10am-6pm • Saturday, 10am-5pm • Sunday, Noon-8pm
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Family 
Game Night 
5:30 – 7:30 
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No School 
(Staff Work 

Day) 
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11 12 13 14 15 
 
 

Cafecitos 
3:10 p.m., 

Oficina de la 
Sra. 

Campbell 
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Holiday 
Sing-a-long 
Assembly 
9:00 a.m. 
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No School 
(Winter 
Break) 

22 
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(Winter 
Break) 

23 
 
 

No School 
(Winter 
Break) 

24 
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No School 
(Winter 
Break) 

27 
 
 

No School 
(Winter 
Break) 

28 
 
 

No School 
(Winter 
Break) 

29 
 
 

No School 
(Winter 
Break) 

30 
 
 

No School 
(Winter 
Break) 
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Panthers are 
World Famous… 

check us out! 

@pwpanthers 
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YOU can be World 
Famous too! 

 

Headed somewhere over December 
break?  Take a picture of you wearing 
your Parkwood shirt! Email your photo to 
ann.torres@shorelineschools.org or send 
a tweet using #worldfamousparkwood  
 
Panther Pride exists around the world! 


